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This I writ after Thad been in Com- 
pany with fome Ladies at Highgate. 


Have often obferved, that Wo- 
men employ their Thoughts 
upon the Fafhions of the Age, 
and things ufeful are entirely 
forgot by them. It would be 
a happy Chance, if thofe bright Srars 
the Fair Sex, were s upon noble 
Adventures ; an Inftance whereof | 


| fhall give, in order toinduce — to 


it, Being out upon Pleafure, for hve 
ys inthe Country ; | took 
the opportunity of acquainting my 
felf with very good Company, par- 
ticularlya Gentlemanof greatW orth, 
and of ‘a good Humour: Erquiring 

cf him into fome of the Affairs of his 


j Family, which a Man of Modetty 


may ask; he gave me this Account 
of himfklf; Sir, (faid he) I think I 
am unfortunate in every thing I un- 
certake, except that of Marriage; in 








that refpeét there is no Perfon more 
happy than my felf: My Wife levies 
no Taxes upon my Eftate co main- 
tain her Ambicion; fhe is not cor- 
rupted by the Examples of the 
Times, but applics her {elf to the 
Bulinefs of her own Houte. and gives 
me convincingProotsof her greatPru- 
dence: A while ago l went upon a 
notable Enterprize, which I told no 
Mortal of : She ro let me fee her con- 
ftancy in keeping Secrets, refolv’d 
not to enquire into what t was doing 
before fhe had made this Tryal of 
her felf; fhe retired into her Clofet 
an@ took a finall Dofe.of Poifon, not 
{> much as would prove fatal ; upon 
which follow’d great Pains and a lin- 
gering Wafting: Now whenl was 
mightily afllicted for her, the in the 
height of all her Agonies told me, fhe 
was the Daughter of a King’s Coun- 
{cllor, who never betray’d his Prince 
cither in his Ficets or Armies, or in 


u u hia 
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that the 
was given to me in Marriage, not 
like a Concubine, to partake only in 
the common Civilities of my Embra- 
ces and Eltate, but to bear a part in 


his private Amours, and 


all my good and ill Fortune; and 
for her part, when fhe looked upon 
me, fhe could find no Reafon to re- 
pentthe Nuprials ; but from me (faid 
fhe) what evidence of my Love,what 
Sarisfaétion can you receive, if | may 
not fhare with you if your moft hid- 
den Gricfs, nor be admitted to any 
of your Councils, that require Secre- 
fy and Truft: I know very well, that 
our Sex Gem to be of too weak a 
Nature to be trufted with matters of 
momert; butcertainly, my Dear, a 
Vertuous Birth and Education, anda 
Converfation with the Wife and 
Learned, are of fome Force to the 
forming of our Manners, and {treng- 
thening of our natural Weaknels : 
And | can boaft rhat I am the Daugh- 
ter of the Honourable, and the Wife 
of a Peer of the Realm, in which two 
great Titles, though before I put too 
little Confidence, yet now i have 
try'd my Conftancy, and find that e- 
ven againft Grief and Pain it felf, I 
am invincible. At thefe Words (the 
Gentleman told me) fhe fhewed him 
her Breafts and her Hands, how fhe 
was worn away by Sicknefs, and re- 
lated to him the whole Tryal that 
fhe had made of her own Firmnefs 
of Mind ; at which, he faid, being 
aftonifh’d, he lifted up his Hands to 
Heaven, and begg’d the Afliftance of 
the Almighty in his Enterprife, that 
he might live an Age ny a Huf- 
band worthy of fo excellent a Bride, 


I told the Gentleman, this was fuch 
an account of a Woman, as had he 
not experienc’d every Inftance, | 
cou!d not have given Credit to ti 
Relation ; as believing there was nut 
fuch a one to be found in thar barren 
part of Britain where he liv d. 





From the Theatre-Royal im Drury- 
Lane, Nevember 22. 


H ERE was a full Audience this 

Evening ; Wit, Merit and Cha. 
racter happened to be the Subjeé of 
Difcourfe between five or Six Ladies, 
in one of the Boxes of the thirdClafs, 
and among other Obfervations it was 
thought, that thofe Marks of Dittin- 
tion had {pread throughout all Pco- 
ple and Families moving ina high 
Sphere. One who had a good Idea 
fell into a little fort of Debate on this ! 
poinr, Ic is (faid fhe) obfervable, 
that Philofophers, Hiftorians, and 
Comedians have in many of their 
Difcourfes and Reprefentations, de- 
ciphered out thefe Qualiticatiens as 
innocentAccomplifhments. | thought 
what fhe faid upon this Subject 
feemed the only good Notion 
throughout the whole Company, 
which muft be the univerfal Sence of 
experienced Perfons. I have taker 
notice in my own Obfervations, that 
there is nothing produces fuch an Et- 
feét to work upon the Mind, as that 
of underftanding the true Nature and 
Worth of things. For without thefe 
ftrong Impulfes, our Lives would be 
but little rior to dumb Animals ; 
The fine Forms that fhine in = 
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Soul of Man would fink into Dark- 
nefs and Ignorance, were they not 
animated with fome quick Motion 
tending to a prefent Happinets. The 
great Work required to be done is to 
know the difference berween true 
Merit, Wit and Character, and the 
falfe Titles of Vanity, Atieétation 
and Cunning: Thefe different Ima- 
ges are fo much alike, that fome take 
one for the other, as Vice is often 
for Vertue. Reafon rightly apply’d 
canthoroughly accomplifh this noble 
End. which has been the main De- 
fign of all my Studies. I thall {peak 
more upon this Subjeét,when I come 
to treat of the Delutions reprefented 
on the Englifo Stage. It is a fine 
Emblem laid down in the Amufe- 
mentsot one of theancient Heathens. 
At Athens {fays he) there were two 
Tables ftrewed with variety of Flow- 
ers, one with Lilies, Tulips and Pe- 
onies; the other with Carnations, 
Rofes, and Violets; and a vaft Af- 
fembly of Guefts being invited, after 
a full Appearance. the Multitude 
made choice of that Table which 
was {pread with the Lilies, Tulips 
and Peonies, as concluding thofe to 
be the fweeteft Blofloms, which ap- 
peared in the Eye to be the moft glo- 
rious. ‘This reprefents very lively, 
that Chriftians as well as Pagans 
are often deluded by a gaudy Shew, 
and take Deformity for Beauty, and 
Beauty for Deformity. 





From my Chamber up one Pair of Stairs 
backward, Ca 23. 

Onfidering asI lay on my Bed, 

that there are feveral Perfons in 


the World endued with Vertues 
which they themfelves are not fenfi- 
ble of ; U ftudied ro ind out a Wa 
whereby I might acquaint fuch ik 
their own Happinefs, and givethem 
an Opportunity of difplaying their 
Excellencies to the Advange of o- 
thers. Gentlemen who find their 
Minds invigorated with a Spirit of 
Bravery want fuch a Monitor. I was 
led into this Thought by fome Com- 
pany I met with laft Night, who 
aid me down feveral fine Schemes 
of this kind ; one of which I fo much 
approved of, that I went home, and 
fram'd to my felf e Draught of ir, 
much like his Model. A Young 
Prince being bred up under an Empe- 
ror, a Certain Captain of the Guards 
who was in favour at Court, would 
be every Day attending in the faid 
Princes Apartment, without any par- 
ticular Order. By thefe frequent 
Vilits the Youth came to underftand 
that he had a more than ordinary 
refpect for his Perfon, notwithftan- 
ding he continued to be as officious 
in his Imperial Majelty’s Service as 
before. Ic fell out ona time that this 
Prince was fent intotheWarsto ferve 
as a Voluntier. ‘The Officer had 
likewife a Poft inthe Army, but no 
particular Charge to guard his Per- 
fon. Here it was the Cuftom for 
Noblemen to wear Armour, or to 
difguife thethfelves with Masks. The 
Prince had fcarce enter’d the Field, 
but the Enemy advanced and gave 
Battle. The Fight was very obfti- 
nate, and Victory declared it felf on 
the contrary fide. The Captain hav- 
ing Notice of it, went where the 
Prince 
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Prince was ingaged, and finding a 
great Ottcer wounded, whom he 
1ook forthe Prince, gave him his 
Horfe, and with great hazard carried 
him off w the General's Tent. When 
he came thither he grafped him in 
his Arms. and congratulating him 
upon his fate Deliverance, declared 
withal,how happy he was imtinding 
an Opportunity torefcuea Life more 
dear to him than his own.His Speech 
was no fooner ended, bat the Gen- 
tleman whom he refcued faid, (pul- 
ling off his Head-piece which he 
wore for a Difguifeé) O noble and va- 
liant Captain, this is nota time for 
Compliment, you fhall erer be e- 
iteem'd by me asthe beft of Friends, 
the Joy of my prefcnt Deliverance 
from the Infults of Death does not 
tranfport me fo much as the feeing 
you alfo efcape. Who can tell the 
Griet, the Aftonifhment,the Terror, 
that appeared inthe Mien and Air 
of the Captain, when he faw the Lite 
he had faved was nor the Prince. 
After a thort Mufe, Sir (ys he,with 
the looks of a Man bereav'd of Rea- 
fon) 1 am miftaken ; and immediate- 
ly mounting, he put Spurs to his 
Horfe, and prefs'd through Showers 
of Shor, and Flames of Fire, to get 
into the Enemics Camp ; and {triv- 
ing to enter with more earneftnefs 
than any had endeavoured to efcape, 
he at lait broke in among the Squa- 
drons, and finding. thé Prigce hotly 
engaged, he fought with fuch un- 
daunted Courage, that-the Enemy 
took notice of it. and offer'd him his 
Life upon what Terms he fhould de- 
mand ; faying, they though: it a Dif- 
honour to kill fo brave and valiant 


an Officer. The Captain return’d 
for Anfwer, That he came not thi- 
ther for Quarter, but to fave his 
Friend, whom they by their Fury 
went about to dceftroy. Here the 
Heat of the Confli& increafed, and 
al fides were bar’'d up with Battali- 
‘ons to prevent the Efcape of the 
Prince. The Caprain fcing this, 
and difdaining to live any longer ; 
did, after he had made a dreadful 
Slaughter, die in the Field of Ho- 
nour. This Scheme puts me in mind, 
that there will come a Day when 
Bravery fholl meet with a Reward 


equal to its Merits, In the cafe of 


Amours, it is not at all ftrange for 
Mien to facrihice their Lives for a 
Virgin or a Miltrefs, whofe celebra- 
ted Beautyand Charms are fomctimes 
futhcient to pufh them upon the 
point of Death, in Defence of her 
Honcur or Perfon. But in fuch Ex- 
amples as thefe, there mult be fome- 
thing that is concealed and hidden 
from the Eyes of the World. Me- 
thinks it looks like more than a com- 
mon Virtue ; and therefore nothing 
elf bur an immarceffible Diadem 
can be a fufhcient Recompence for 
fuch noble Exploits. I remember 
‘cwasan Expretiion of a. Heathen 


Emperor, when he faw his General. 


lie {lain among the meaneft of his 
Soldiers,and his Blood mingling with 
theirs, Sure (fays he) that very Body 
after it has fuffered Confinement for 
fome Ages in the Srate of the Dead, 
will reaflume its natural Vigour and 
Perfe&tions,in order to be made more 
honourable than my whole Empire 
is capable of rendring it. 
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